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On the evening of June 8, President Raul Alfonsin signed a legislative bill consisting of a tentative
schedule and funding plans for moving the nation's capital city. After a long and acrimonious
debate in the national congress which finally resulted in approval, the legislators decided that
the new capital will be constructed 900 km. southeast of Buenos Aires. Federal buildings are to be
constructed in a large area between the small city of Viedma in Rio Negro province, and Carmen
de Patagones in Buenos Aires province. The first stage of the plan involves expenditure of $5 billion
to transfer government offices, and is scheduled to be completed when Alfonsin's successor takes
office in 1989. The new capital city is as yet unnamed. Some Argentine officials have indicated that
since Viedma is the population center in closest proximity to the building site(s), its name may be
adopted for the capital. At present, Viedma inhabitants number 38,000. When the first stage of the
transfer is completed, officials estimate that city's population could increase to 315,000.
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